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Request for Artists Proposals  
Saginaw Oakland Commercial Association  
Point West Art and Trail Project  
 
OVERVIEW 
The Saginaw Oakland Commercial Association (SOCA) 
is seeking a Michigan artist to create an original, bold, 
innovative public sculpture art installation to serve as the 
centerpiece of the Point West Art and Trail Project. This 
piece will be installed near the western Lansing city 
limits at Stanley Street, where Saginaw Street and 
Oakland Avenue meet. This gateway public art piece will 
welcome visitors to the City of Lansing and help instill a 
sense of place and pride in Lansing’s Westside. This 
document is our formal request for artists proposals, a 
two-step process. The deadline for artists to submit a 
proposal for step one is April 22, 2016 . 

PROJECT BACKGROUND 
The Point West Art and Trail Project has four key goals: first, it will CONNECT two City of Lansing 
parks with a one-mile multi-use recreational trail that will be accessible from both sides of the 
Saginaw-Oakland corridor.  Second, it will RESTORE native landscapes by installing native 
perennial plantings in West Side Park. Third, it will TRANSFORM the western Lansing city limits 
into a gateway via a public sculpture art installation, and fourth, it will CALM traffic on M-43, making 
the area safer and more attractive for pedestrians and bicyclists. The focus of this RFP is for the 
TRANSFORM element: the public art installation. 

The Point West Art and Trail Project is a partnership between SOCA, the Old Oakland 
Neighborhood Association (OONA), and the Westside Neighborhood Association (WNA). To date, 
the partnership has raised over $60,000 towards the project, including generous support from the 
Michigan Council on Arts and Cultural Affairs and the Arts Council of Greater Lansing, as well as 
the Lansing Economic Area Partnership’s (LEAP) Public Art for Communities Program.  

The aerial rendering shown below depicts the full scope of the Point West Art and Trail Project. 
The public art component will be located on the triangular plot of land shown between C and D. 
This area is the gateway to Lansing’s Westside and the Saginaw Street corridor. A key goal of this 
project is to create a gateway that will attract economic investment and build culture and character.  

The larger project includes plans for a one-mile recreational trail through two adjacent City of 
Lansing Parks—West Side and Dunnebacke Parks. Given the current vehicular traffic volume and 
forthcoming pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure improvements, this site is ideal for a public art 
installation. Nearby West Side Park is a regional destination for a variety of sports, and the Old 
Oakland and West Side neighborhoods have tree-lined streets and historic homes, not to mention 
diverse and committed citizens that make up some of the City of Lansing’s most involved and 
engaged neighborhood associations. 
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ARTWORK CRITERIA 
The Point West Art Committee met in late March 2016 and articulated a set of key principles for the 
artwork. The Committee believes a successful public art installation at the Point will be: 

• Layered in meaning and approach, 
• Reflect the people and diversity of the surrounding neighborhoods, 
• Thought-provoking, 
• Interactive, 
• Reflect the physical character of the surrounding area (Westside, Old Oakland), and 
• Create a striking, attractive gateway into the city of Lansing.  

 
The artist will work with the SOCA Point West Art Committee, a design services firm (in the 
process of being retained by SOCA), LEAP and City of Lansing staff, and Michigan Department of 
Transportation (MDOT) staff to further conceptualize the project, including determining preparation 
of the site, i.e. structural, electrical requirements, city codes, etc., permitted placement within the 
right-of-way, and the method in which the work will be installed or integrated. 
 
The artwork should be prominent at all hours (electrical needs will be considered) and appropriate 
to its surroundings. At this time, fixtures (such as seating, footing, etc.) can be designed to 
accommodate the artwork. The site measures 134.5 feet by 408 feet by 305 feet, and is 
approximately 0.56 acres in size. A minimum of 5 feet of distance from the curb line must remain to 
ensure that motorized and non-motorized traffic is not impeded or visually obstructed.  SOCA is 
retaining professional services to determine the exact area of the clear zone and the location of 
utilities. The artwork cannot include distracting light features, water features, or moving elements, 
per MDOT regulations. 
 
REVIEW AND SELECTION PROCESS 
The review and selection process has two-steps. The first step is for interested and qualified artists 
to submit proposals. Step two is for finalists to learn more about the project and present conceptual 



	
  

Saginaw Oakland Commercial Association: Request for Artists Proposals, 2016 
	
  

proposals for the artwork. Please read the following carefully for a set of key deadlines and the 
criteria for each step. 

STEP ONE: ARTISTS PROPOSALS 
Proposals from qualified artists are due to SOCA by 5:00pm on April 22, 2016. The SOCA Point 
West Art Committee and other project stakeholders, including LEAP, the City of Lansing and 
MDOT will select 2-3 finalists from those artists submitting a proposal. The selection of the 2-3 
finalists will be based on the following criteria: 

• Professional experience represents a developed and successful body of public art projects 
of a similar scope. 

• Artist is from Michigan. Additional points will be awarded to artists from the Greater Lansing 
region. 

• Demonstrated ability to understand sense of place and community-led placemaking. 
• Willingness of the artist to consult and work with the Committee and stakeholders to 

successfully integrate the work into the site and meet any construction requirements, 
schedules and deadlines. 

• Budget and cost. 
• Availability to meet project timeline. 

To be considered for this opportunity, artists are required to submit: 
• Complete contact information, including: 

o Name, address, email address, and phone number 
• A one-page letter stating interest and describing your proposed approach to the project, 

and any relevant experience with projects of a similar scale or scope or partnership with 
experienced professionals. 

• 8-10 digital samples of previous work. (Files must be in a JPG or PDF format. Images 
should be at least 72 dpi in resolution and not larger than 3 MB per image).  

• Written description of each work sample: title, medium, location, and date of completion. 
• A resume and/or biographical summary (two page maximum). 

 
STEP TWO: FINALISTS PRESENT CONCEPTS 
Please note that this is a two-step process. No more than three finalists will be invited to visit 
Lansing for a site orientation during the first or second week of May. The site visit is meant to orient 
the artists with the project and to ask questions to finalize design and installation plans in a formal 
conceptual proposal. 

During the week of May 23, 2016, the finalists will present their conceptual proposals to the SOCA 
Point West Art Committee, ideally in person. The site-specific conceptual proposals should convey 
the artist’s ideas and plans through scale designs, renderings and/or scale models with a 
statement that describes, in detail, the project’s intent, proposed materials, fabrication and 
installation methods, project schedule and an itemized budget. All written materials and a color 
rendering of the concept must be emailed to the SOCA by Monday, May 23, 2016 at 5:00 p.m. 
EST. Materials will be distributed to the Committee prior to the presentations.  A $300 honorarium 
will be paid to each of the finalists for the full conceptual proposals. 

Finalists will receive more information about the presentation once selected. However, the 
Committee believes a successful public art installation at the Point will be: 

• Layered in meaning and approach, 
• Reflect the people and diversity of the surrounding neighborhoods, 
• Thought-provoking, 
• Interactive, 
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• Reflect the physical character of the surrounding area (Westside, Old Oakland), 
• Create a striking, attractive gateway into the city of Lansing.  

 
In addition to these characteristics, the artwork must also: 

• Be of a permanent nature, will not require excessive maintenance or repair costs and meets 
public safety issues and Americans for Disabilities Act (ADA) standards. 

• Require little maintenance. 
 
PROJECT BUDGET 
The commission budget for this project is up to $26,000 for purchase or commission. This budget 
is inclusive of all artwork costs, including artist fee, materials, engineering, fabrication, travel, and 
transportation of the artwork to the site. SOCA will work with the artist on the installation budget. 

KEY DATES / DEADLINES 
• Artists RFP issued: March 2 9, 2016 
• Artists Proposals due to SOCA: April 22 , 2016. 
• Review of artists’ materials will take place between April  25 and 29, 2016.  
• Finalists notified on May 2, 2016.  
• Finalists will have a site visit the week of May  2 or May 9, 2016 . 
• Conceptual Proposals Presented: week of May 23, 2016 . 
• Selected artist to be announced on June 1 , 2016. 
• Fabrication and Installation: June to September , 2016. 
• Installation must be completed by Octo ber  31, 2016. 
• Project unveiling: Late October 2016 . 

 
HOW TO APPLY 
We encourage electronic submission of proposals to art@socalansing.org. If you must submit hard 
copies, please submit responses to: 
 
Saginaw Oakland Commercial Association 
P.O. Box 13243 
Lansing, MI 48901 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 
Please contact SOCA Staff at art@socalansing.org or via telephone at 517-515-3535. We strongly 
encourage any questions to be sent via email. For additional information, please visit 
www.socalansing.org.  

THIS PROJECT GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED BY: 

                    	
  


